
From Nudge to regulating Uber: case studies in the relation between science and public 
policy 

From June, 27th to July, 9th  
 
This course will expose students to the analysis of how evidence support public policy; the 
course will be based both on robust epistemological and methodological underpinnings and 
on what Clifford Geertz called ‘experience-near knowledge’. Codagnone, in fact, in the past 
12 years has worked at the boundary between science and policy and has applied his 
scientific and methodological skills to support the European Commission policy making 
process in various domain including, among others, consumer protection, healthcare, 
information society, digital platforms, research and development, and more. He will walk 
the students through a theoretical, epistemological, and empirical journey of the 
controversial relation between science and power. In the best social science tradition, the 
course will dwindle steadily between concepts, methods, and theory on the one hand, and 
real life experiences of their applications in hundreds of projects carried out to gather 
evidence in support of European policy making. Some more formalised economics 
discussion of some of the themes will also be presented. In particular, the course will tackle: 

 Experimental and quasi-experimental econometrics methods (problem of causal 
inference, logic identification of unbiased parameters, randomisation, matching, 
PSM, DiD, RDD, IV and natural experiments), as well as structural evaluation 
(Heckman) 

 Experimental and behavioural economics vs. the axioms of utility theory; 

 Behavioural scientists versus experimental economists: deception versus incentives 

 Economics of two-sided market and implication for competition policy 

 Impact of evaluation of R&D support policies and subsidies 
 
Outline [10 sessions of 4 hours] 
 
Session 1 Fundamentals 1: on epistemology and methods 
 
Session 2 Fundamentals 2: on public policy and its processes 
 
Session 3 Between Evidence Based Policy and Policy Based Evidence Making: the debate 
 
Session 4 The Behavioural Turn in policy making 1 
 
Session 5 The Behavioural Turn in policy making 2 
 
Session 6 Supporting Information Society policies 
 
Session 7 Platforms what they are what so special about them? 2-sided markets economics 
 
Session 8 Sharing economy: unpacking rhetoric to inform regulation 
 
Session 9 Sharing economy and the future of work: policy and fairness 
 
Session 10 Conclusive consideration 


